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“Special Difference” 
by Charlie



 THE WINNERS!  
KINDERGARTEN
1st Place:    “A Broken Toilet” by Caisey
	        Coral Academy of Science Elementary

2nd Place:  “Perrito” by Daenerys
	        Coral Academy of Science Elementary

3rd Place:   “My Mom” by Tinsley
	       Nancy Gomes Elementary School

FIRST GRADE
1st Place:    “A Special Power” by Sadie
	        Individual Entry

2nd Place:   “Rocky the Special Rock Star!” by Ferguson
	        Pinecrest Academy of Northern Nevada

3rd Place:    “Lost Ball” by Enzo
	       JWood Raw Elementary School

SECOND GRADE
1st Place:    “Mom’s Bhindi Masala” by Sriala
	       Coral Academy of Science Elementary

2nd Place:   “Martin Saved the World” by Emmett
	        Brown Elementary School

3rd Place:    “The Amazing Baker Lilly” by Lilly
	        Caughlin Ranch Elementary School

THIRD GRADE
1st Place:    “Todd the Turtle” by Sophia
	        Westergard Elementary School

2nd Place:   “The Story of Special” by Zoey
	        Westergard Elementary School

3rd Place:   “Special Difference” by Charlie
	       Hunsberger Elementary School



THE WINNERS!  
KINDERGARTEN
1st Place:    “Dear Charlie” by Charlie
	        JWood Raw Elementary School

2nd Place:  “Someday” by Sadie
	        Individual Entry

3rd Place:   “Someday Traveling” by Sosefina
	       Lena Juniper Elementary School

FIRST GRADE
1st Place:    “Gerald the Caterpillar” by Uriah
	        North Star Online School

2nd Place:   “Someday I want to be an Astronaut Cat” by Eli
	        Sonoma Heights Elementary School

3rd Place:    “The King of the Capybaras” by RJ
	       Hidden Valley Elementary School

SECOND GRADE
1st Place:    “Maybe Someday…in the Future” by Sparrow
	       Nick Poulakidas Elementary School

2nd Place:   “Someday” by Fin
	        Gene Scarselli Elementary School

3rd Place:    “Someday I will be a Baker” by Ella
	        Elizabeth Lenz Elementary School

THIRD GRADE
1st Place:    “Hope Acts Now” by Violet
	        Mamie Towles Elementary School

2nd Place:   “Courage” by Grant
	        Roy Gomm Elementary School

3rd Place:   “The Time Machine” by Edwin
	       Caughlin Ranch Elementary School

PBS member station, PBS Reno, serving northern Nevada 

and northeastern California, is proud to host the PBS Reno 

Writers Contest. 

Few things capture a child’s imagination like a good book. 

PBS Reno Writers Contest invites children, kindergarten 

through third grade, in communities across our area to �use 

their boundless imaginations to create original stories �and 

illustrations and then submit them to PBS Reno, their local 

PBS station. 

This year, thousands of children from across 

northern Nevada and northeastern California 

participated in the PBS Reno Writers Contest, 

building their creative voices, and developing 

critical reading and writing skills. 

Visit pbsreno.org/writerscontest to find out 

more about the contest, read the winning 

stories and watch the winners announce 

their stories.

Sara & Leonard  
Lafrance 

Margaret  
Burback

THANK YOU 
TO OUR 2026 SPONSORS

PBS KIDS logo is a registered mark of the Public Broadcasting Service and is used with permission. The Arthur television 
series is based on the Arthur Adventure books by Marc Brown, Arthur and Marc Brown characters at TM and © of Marc 
Brown, Television Series ©2026 WGBH. WILD KRATTS TM © 2026 Kratt Brothers Company Ltd./9 Story Entertainment. 
�All Rights Reserved. 
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THIRD GRADE: 3rd Place

“Special Difference” 
by Charlie 
Hunsberger 

Elementary School
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Once upon a time, there was a 
boy who was like every other boy.  

He went to school, did his 
homework, went to class.  

He even played soccer with 
his friends. But he wasn’t 

totally the same.
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Other boys had pizza for lunch, 
he had a sandwich. Most boys 
played tag, he played soccer.  
Most people had blue jackets, 
he had a red one. He wanted 

to be like everyone else.
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He was sad and he was mad 
until he noticed he liked being 

different. He didn’t want to 
be normal. He likes his red jacket, 
he likes his sandwiches. He liked 
playing soccer with his friends.
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He changed his mindset and 
noticed everyone is different.  

He noticed other boys with the 
same mindset. He told them 
how fun it is to be SPECIAL.  

The other boys thought about it.
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They learned the same exact 
lesson. They let that lesson pass 

to other people. A few days later, 
everyone noticed how fun it is 

to be DIFFERENT.
The End




