Presidents & South Dakota

Images Of th- Past Teaching Tip XD D MDD TD
South Dakota: Visits by the Presidents

Visits by the Presidents

Many presidents have visted South
Dakota, including Mount Rushmore.
The article below from the South
Dakota State Historical Society
Press website documents the
Presidential visits from 1899 - 1999,
(View: "Patriotic Pageantry:
Presidential Visits to South Dakota"
by Harold H. Schuler)

Video footage was used to
document the Presidentional visits. ' o8 .
The following film (Watch PBS (the film is silent)) was recorded on August 10 1927
showing President Calvin Coolidge riding a horse to the dedication of the Mount
Rushmore site. There are also views of Mount Rushmore as it looked before carving
began (photo above). In the next clip, a narrator provides some detail about the
events of the dedication. Coolidge addressed the assembly and presented sculptor
Gutzon Borglum with steel drill bits, symbolically providing the tools to get the
carving underway. (Watch PBS/ Photos & Article)

On August 30, 1936,
President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt visited the Black
Hills to dedicate the
Jefferson sculpture.
Roosevelt was already in

. the region on a tour of
Great Plains states hard-hit
by the drought of the
1930s.

In the photo left, a flag is
removed from Jefferson’s
face during the dedication.

Still from Film: FDR at Mount Rushmore - 1936

The following clip (Watch PBS) contains two newsreel films. In the second,
Roosevelt is shown speaking extemporaneously about the significance of Mount
Rushmore and its place in history.


https://d1qbemlbhjecig.cloudfront.net/prod/filer_public/kusd-bento-live-pbs/Learn/DakotaPathways/Dakota%20Pathways%20New%202020/Teacher%20Page/National%20Voice/903a8dd2aa_vol-30-no-4-patriotic-pageantry.pdf
https://d1qbemlbhjecig.cloudfront.net/prod/filer_public/kusd-bento-live-pbs/Learn/DakotaPathways/Dakota%20Pathways%20New%202020/Teacher%20Page/National%20Voice/903a8dd2aa_vol-30-no-4-patriotic-pageantry.pdf
https://d1qbemlbhjecig.cloudfront.net/prod/filer_public/kusd-bento-live-pbs/Learn/DakotaPathways/Dakota%20Pathways%20New%202020/Teacher%20Page/National%20Voice/903a8dd2aa_vol-30-no-4-patriotic-pageantry.pdf
http://watch.sdpb.org/video/2365397736/
http://watch.sdpb.org/video/2365397728/
http://www.sdpb.org/blogs/images-of-the-past/presidential-visits-to-south-dakota-calvin-coolidge/
http://watch.sdpb.org/video/2365401081/
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On June 11, 1953, President Dwight
Eisenhower became the first U S. President

came to the state to address delegates
attending a Young Republicans League
convention in Rapid City.

President Eisenhower addressed the
Delegates at a gathering at Mount Rushmore
In the following clip (Watch PBS),
Eisenhower is seen speaking

and mixing with a crowd. There are also
shots of Eisenhower fishing, most likely in

a stream in Custer State Park. The film is
silent. A transcript of the speech is available online here.

Still from Film: Dwight Eisenhower at Mt. Rushmore

President John F. Kennedy visited South
Dakota on August 17, 1962. While

Kennedy was here, he dedicated the recently
completed Oahe Dam and the start of

its full operation as an electric power plant.

The following film clip (Watch PBS)
shows the arrival of Air Force

One at the Pierre airport. Assembled
dignitaries greet Kennedy, including
Governor Archie Gubbrud and then-U.S.
OAHE DAM AND RESERVOIR Senate candidate George McGovern.

LDS LARGEST ROLLED EARTH [ (Listen to Kennedy's Speech)

South Dakota State Historical Society

Related Video

Cleaning Mount Rushmore: The following program features spectacular video
showing National Parks Service workers using helicopters, ropes and harnesses to
access every part of the sculpture. (Watch)

Mount Rushmore Models: Danish-born sculptor Gutzon Borglum's original vision of
the monumental Mount Rushmore figures was very different from the carving as it
stands today. (more)
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http://watch.sdpb.org/video/2365401919/
https://books.google.com/books?id=K2zVAwAAQBAJ&pg=PA399&lpg=PA399&dq=dwight+eisenhower+at+mount+rushmore&source=bl&ots=xSlmcZKZxw&sig=c06iS9b9iRCMU2VK5l7_4ofOd5s&hl=en&sa=X&ei=SqS-VJjSJoGcyASOioLYCA&ved=0CCwQ6AEwAzge#v=onepage&q=dwight%20eisenhower%20at%20mount%20rushmore&f=false
http://watch.sdpb.org/video/2365406637/
http://www.sdpb.org/blogs/images-of-the-past/jfk-in-south-dakota-february-1962/
http://pbsdll.k12.sd.us/Asset.aspx?ID=74&C=All&G=All&S=cleaning%20mount%20rushmore
https://www.sdpb.org/blogs/images-of-the-past/mount-rushmore-models-1927-1941/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/rushmore/
mailto:EdServices@sdpb.org

