Abigail D.

The Ta

Bamboo's Secret
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"The higher the bamboo grows, the lower it bends." — Filipino
proverb



The Tiny Bamboo Seed

A tiny bamboo seed nestled in the soft, warm soil of a
peacetul forest. It gazed up at the tall bamboo around it

"One day, I'll be the tallest of them alll" the seed
declared.

The other plants chuckled. "Just remember, little one,
growing tall isn’t everything,"

The seed didn’t understand, but it was eager to grow.




Growing Taller

As the days passed, the seed sprouted into a young

bamboo shoot. With each sunrise and rainfall, it

stretched higher. | .
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"Look at me! I'm reaching for the sky!" it boasted to the
ferns and flowers below.

The ferns swayed. "Growing is good," they said. "But
don’t forget to stay kind and humble."

The young bamboo waved proudly in the breeze, too
excited to listen.




The Big Storm

One evening, dark clouds covered the sky. A strong wind
rushed through the forest The young bamboo stood tall
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"T won’t move!" it declared as the wind howled.

But as the storm raged, the wind pushed harder. The
bamboo shook and bent. "What’s happening to me?" it
cried.

Nearby, an older bamboo swayed with the storm, calm
and steady.




The Wise Bamboo
"Why are you bending?" the young bamboo asked.

The older bamboo smiled. "The stronger the wind, the

more we must learn to bend."

"But I want to be strong!" the young bamboo protested.

"True strength shouldn't be about resisting," the old
bamboo said. "It’s knowing when to move with the

wind."

The young bamboo thought for a moment. Maybe
standing stiff wasn’t the best way.



Learning to Bend

As the storm continued, the young bamboo watched the
older one sway. Slowly, it loosened its stance and moved

with the wind. . N TS
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"Ah, that feels better!" it realized. "Bending doesn’t mean
I'm weak. It helps me stand tall even after the storm."

And so, it swayed, learning the rhythm of the wind.



After the Storm

When the storm passed, the forest was peaceful again.

The young bamboo stood tall, but now, it bent gently like
the older ones.
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It noticed the smaller plants beneath its shade. "I like
helping others grow too," it thought.



The Tallest Bamboo

Seasons passed, and the bamboo became the tallest in the

forest. Birds built nests in its branches. Deer rested in its
shade!
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A breeze swept through, and the bamboo bowed slightly.
[t whispered, "The taller I grow, the more I bow."



A Forest of Kindness

Seeing the tall bamboo’s kindness, the other bamboo
followed its example. They swayed together, bending

with the wind, offering shelter to the creatures below.

The forest became a place of har mony—despite the

bamboo standing tall, they kindly knew when to bow;

The End.



Parts of a Bamboo .'
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