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Preschooler/Kindergartner

For more ideas and tips visit       pbsparents.org
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Reading  Activities  at Home

Super Shadows. Place a large sheet over a table so that it hangs down around 
the table. Show your child how to use a flashlight safely. Invite him to go into his 
cave under the table to make shadows. Use words like dark, light, bright, night, 
shine, and shadow. Notice words that rhyme like light, night, and bright. Add small 
toys and encourage him to make shadow shapes in his cave. Notice words that 
start with the same sound like shine, shape, and shadow.

Making Boats. Your child can use recycled materials to make boats. Collect 
items like foam meat trays, small pieces of cloth, toothpicks, craft sticks, tape, 
bottle caps, paper, and crayons. You will also need scissors. Help your child think 
about how he can use these materials to make a boat. “What will you use for the 
bottom of the boat?” “Will you make a sail?” Then, help him to make the boat. 
Later, he can use it in the bathtub. “Do you think it will float?”

Reading Corner. Make a small reading corner for your child. Put pillows and a 
soft blanket in a corner of the room where you are working. Add some of your child’s 
favorite books, or some new books, for him to look at. Ask him to choose a book, look 
at the pictures, and tell you the story in his own words. Give him lots of 
encouragement for looking at books independently.

Pretend Party. Children love to play pretend. Invite your child to have a pretend 
birthday party. Provide paper and markers or crayons so she can make the 
invitations. “Who will you invite?” Write down the names of the friends she wants 
to invite. She can copy these names onto the invitations. Then decide on the menu. 
Explain that the menu means what food she will have at the party, just like the 
menu at a restaurant. “What will you wear to the party?” If possible, let her dress 
up. Then have a special snack and a party for two!




